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ASCOT KILNS AND STACKS — RESTORATION 

Grievance 

MRS G.J. GODFREY (Belmont) [9.37 am]: Considering that I have raised this topic in this place a number of 
times, all members would know that Ascot kilns is a group of kilns situated on Grandstand Road in Ascot 
opposite the racecourse. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Who is this grievance to? 

Mrs G.J. GODFREY: That is a good question. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Belmont needs her time. We will continue with the debate, please. 

Mrs G.J. GODFREY: The kilns are, unfortunately, in poor structural condition. For many years Ascot residents 
and the City of Belmont have expressed their concern about the state of the Bristile kilns and their stacks and the 
general appearance of the site. During my 2013 campaign this topic was raised often, and residents asked me for 
help to reach a resolution to this problem. For the last three and a half years I have persistently raised this issue 
with the Minister for Planning, the Department of Planning’s director general, the Western Australian Planning 
Commission chair and other relevant stakeholders. I am proud to say that we have achieved a great deal of 
progress during this period. In December 2014, the legal impasse between the WA Planning Commission and the 
Ascot Waters joint venture was resolved and the Department of Planning started working on a plan for the Ascot 
kilns site. In May 2015, the 2015–16 state budget included an allowance of $500 000 for the Ascot kilns 
planning review. In February 2016, the Department of Planning hosted the first community design workshop 
with local residents. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, members! There is just too much noise in the chamber. Thank you. 

Mrs G.J. GODFREY: In April 2016, a minor amendment to the metropolitan region scheme was gazetted to 
make the zoning for the whole Ascot kilns site consistent and ready for detailed planning. In May 2016, the 
Department of Planning hosted the second community design workshop with residents. I thank both the current 
and the former Ministers for Planning, Hon Donna Faragher, MLC, and Hon John Day, MLA, for their interest 
and assistance on this matter, which is of great importance to the Belmont community. During the workshops in 
February and May this year, the Department of Planning advised the community that the draft plan would be 
finalised and costed by August 2016. By the end of July I contacted the Minister for Planning’s office via email 
inquiring about the progress of the Ascot Kilns Local Development Plan. In response to my inquiry I was 
advised on 8 August that the draft plan was being finalised for endorsement by the Western Australian Planning 
Commission and then by the minister. Once endorsed, the draft plan would be submitted to the City of Belmont 
for assessment and subsequent community consultation.  

By the end of September I had contacted the minister’s office once more via email to follow up on the 
information received in August and to check whether the minister had received the draft Ascot kilns local 
development plan for her endorsement. In response, the minister’s office advised me on 5 October that it had 
been informed that the WA Planning Commission would formally consider the draft local development plan 
within the following fortnight. If supported, the draft would then be forwarded to the minister for her 
endorsement shortly after. Unfortunately, the minutes of the WA Planning Commission statutory meetings on 
11 and 25 October do not make mention of the Ascot kilns. Around the end of October, I spoke to the 
WA Planning Commission inquiring about the progress of the draft plan for the kilns which, according to the 
Department of Planning’s letter to the local community, was supposed to be finalised by August 2016. I was then 
advised that the draft plan would be finalised by December 2016. 

Considering that the community was previously told that the plan would go to public consultation around 
mid-2016, I am disappointed that this process is taking so long and seems to have been relegated to a lower 
priority by the Department of Planning and the WA Planning Commission. With all this in mind, I ask the 
minister to provide my constituents with an explanation as to why this plan is not yet finalised and that 
a confirmation of the December 2016 deadline for the draft development plan be provided for assessment by the 
City of Belmont and subsequent community consultation. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Belmont. Parliamentary secretary, before you start I remind 
members that they are supposed to seek permission when they pass between the member on their feet and the 
Chair. Thank you. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Oh I apologise, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
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MR J. NORBERGER (Joondalup — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.43 am]: I thank the member for Belmont 
for raising in Parliament this grievance about the Ascot kilns. I am aware that she has been a passionate advocate 
for the Ascot kilns and that it is something that obviously she has continued to follow and advocate for in 
a tenacious manner on behalf of her community. I thank her for raising the issue again today. For the benefit of 
other members in the chamber, it is perhaps worthwhile going back over some of the history of the kilns, and 
I will address the member’s specific concerns about the draft plan shortly. 

The Western Australian Planning Commission purchased the kilns site in 1985 as part of a broader redevelopment 
initiative and subsequently entered into commercial arrangements with Ascot Fields Nominees Pty Ltd for the 
redevelopment of the land now known as the Ascot Waters estate. Development of Ascot Waters is virtually 
complete apart from the 1.6-hectare kilns site itself, which the member refers to in her grievance. Ascot Fields 
Nominees relinquished its development options over the kilns site in 2015 due to the complexity of achieving 
a feasible development outcome. As a result, the WAPC resumed sole responsibility for the kilns site and the 
Department of Planning has undertaken planning and technical studies to ensure that the necessary planning 
framework is in place to de-risk the site and encourage private sector investment in the restoration of the kilns and 
adjoining lands for the benefit of the local and wider community. As we heard from the member, there is keen 
interest from the community to see the site not only developed but also done so appropriately. This planning work 
involved considerable consultation with officers of the City of Belmont and the State Heritage Office. 

In addition, several community workshops, to which the member referred, were held in early 2016 to help shape 
the proposed approach to future development and heritage retention on the site. Here is the good news: the 
member will be pleased to know that it is my understanding that the Western Australian Planning Commission 
recently endorsed a draft local development plan for the Ascot kilns and the accompanying design guidelines, 
and these will be submitted very shortly to the City of Belmont for approval. The member mentioned the work 
that the City of Belmont will have to undertake at its site. Part of that is that the City of Belmont will be 
responsible for advertising and determining the local development plan and design guidelines under its local 
planning scheme 15. I have no doubt that it will do that with some haste. 

The state government continues to be committed to protecting the unique attributes of the Ascot kilns site. The 
plan provides guidance on the interpretation and management of the site’s distinctive heritage elements. It aims 
to celebrate the importance of the site’s history and character by ensuring the integration of the heritage-listed 
kilns and chimney stacks into future development. The plan will also optimise physical and visual access to the 
kilns and chimney stacks and encourage excellent design. It will provide areas of high quality public open space 
as well as a range of building heights and designs that respond to surrounding land uses, including development 
within Ascot Waters. Ultimately, it will facilitate legibility and connectivity both within and through the site. 
The city has defined time frames to advertise and decide on the proposal under relevant regulations. The WAPC 
is now focussing its attention on a delivery strategy that will set out the roles of the state government and the 
private sector in funding and delivering this exciting, yet complex, project. 

Yes, the City of Belmont has some work to do but members can rest assured that the WAPC is still treating this 
as a priority project. I have no doubt that the member for Belmont will continue to take a keen interest in its 
further development. Finally, on behalf of the Minister for Planning, I thank the member for Belmont for her 
interest and advocacy and for the work she has done in supporting this project and maintaining the link between 
her community and the Department of Planning and the minister’s office. 
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